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Bishop Charles Harrison Mason was the founder and first 
senior bishop of the Church of God in Christ (COGIC), 
presently the largest African -American Pentecostal church in 
the United States. 
 
Born to former slaves Jerry and Eliza Mason in Shelby County, 
Tenn., on Sept. 8, 1864, Mason worked with his family as a 
sharecropper and did not receive a formal education as a child. 
Ats `s `m d`qkx `fd+ gd v`r hmektdmbdc ax ghr o`qdmsrƍ qdkhfhnm- 
  
Mason joined the African -American Missionary Baptist Church 
when he was an adolescent and later received his license to 
preach from the Mount Gale Missionary Baptist Church in 
Preston, Ark. In November 1893, Mason enrolled at the 
Arkansas Baptist College, but withdrew after three months to 
transfer to the Minister's Institute at the College; he graduated 
from the Institute in 1895. 
 
In 1895, Mason met Charles Price Jones, a popular Baptist preacher from Mississippi. Mason and 
Jones soon began preaching the doctrine of holiness and sanctification in the local Baptist churches, 
which led to their expulsion from the Baptist Convention.  
  
Mason and Jones decided to form a new fellowship of churches. Mason suggested the name Church 
of God in Christ, after what he described as a vision in Little Rock, Ark., to distinguish the church 
eqnl ` mtladq ne ƏBgtqbg ne FncƐ fqntor enqlhmf `s sg`s shld- 
  
Due to disagreements in the new Pentecostal teachings, the two men split their group in 1907. 
Mason won the legal rights to the Church of God in Christ name and charter, and established his 
work in Memphis.  
  
After moving the COGIC headquarters to Memphis, Mason established additional departments 
and auxiliaries, created dioceses, and appointed overseers throughout the country. 
  
Hm 0834+ L`rnm cdchb`sdc L`rnm Sdlokd hm Ldloghr `r sgd bgtqbgƍr m`shnm`k lddshmf rhsd `mc sgd
international headquarters of the Church of God in Christ.  
  
@s sgd shld ne L`rnmƍr cd`sg nm Mnudladq 06+ 0850+ BNFHB g`c ` ldladqrgho ne lnqd sg`m
400,000 and more than 4,000 churches in the United States as well as congregations in Europe, 
South America, Africa, and Asia.  
 
Today, it has an estimated 6.5 million members. The church can be found in every state in the 
United States and in more than 60 countries around the world.  
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Charles E. Blake, Sr. was elected the seventh in succession Presiding Bishop by the General 
Assembly of the Church of God in Christ, Incorporated, on November 12, 2007.  At the 101st Holy 
Convocation, during the quadrennial election in 2007 Bishop Blake was re-elected as Presiding 
Bishop, in 2012 and recently in 2016 for another four-year term.   

Bishop Blake is the pastor of West Angeles Church of God in Christ, one of the largest churches in 
the Western United States, with a membership of over 25,000.  He is recognized as one of the great 
preachers of this generation with a message that ministers to the whole person and brings together 
people of various racial and ethnic backgrounds. 

On April 6, 2009, in Washington, D.C., President Barack Obama sought Presiding Bishop Charles E. 
Blake to serve on his 25-person White House Advisory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships.  This one-year appointment is a testament to his passion for the community and his 
desire to unite all people for the common good.  He was also chosen as one of four individuals to 
speak at the Democratic National Conventionõs first Ecumenical Service, where he pronounced his 
status as pro-life Democrat and challenged both Democrats and Republicans to protect the rights of 
the unborn and born alike. 

The heart of Bishop Blake is seen quite clearly in the love that he has for the children in Africa who 
have become orphans because of the HIV/AIDS pandemic plaguing the continent.  In response to 
the HIV/AIDS crisis in Africa, Bishop Blake founded, and served as president of the Pan African 
Childrenõs Fund (PACF).  Save Africaõs Children, a program of PACF, has provided support to over 
420 orphan care programs, 200,000 children and 24 nations throughout sub-Saharan Africa. 

In 2016 Bishop Blake was elected to serve as the Co-Chairperson for the Executive Committee of 
the Pentecostal Charismatic Churches of North America (PCCNA). He has also formerly served as 
an Advisory Committee Member of the Pentecostal World Conference, and as the founder and Co-
chair of the Los Angeles Ecumenical Congress (LAEC), an interdenominational coalition of religious 
leaders and pastors.  He was the founding Chair of the Board of Directors for the C.H. Mason 
Theological Seminary, and has served as a member of the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Directors, and as a Board Member of the Board of Directors for the Interdenominational 
Theological Seminary.  Bishop Blake has served as Chair of the Executive Committee, member of 
the Board of Directors of Oral Roberts University, and as a member of the Board of Directors of 
International Charismatic Bible Ministries. 

Bishop Blakeõs awards and accolades are numerous.  A few include the Distinguished Leadership 
Award presented by the African Presidential Archives and Research Center at Boston University 
(2007), the Trumpet Award (2006), the Salvation Armyõs William Booth Award, the Greenlining 
Instituteõs Big Heart Award, and was the designated recipient of the Los Angeles Urban Leagueõs 
Whitney M. Young Award (2000).  In 2003, Bishop Blake was awarded the Harvard Foundation 
Humanitarian Medal for his work with Save Africaõs Children and its mission to support orphanages 
throughout the continent of Africa.  The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors designated 
February 5, 2004 as Bishop Charles E. Blake Day. 

Second only to his call as a minister of the Gospel, Bishop Blake says his most treasured 
accomplishments are those of a devoted husband to Lady Mae Lawrence Blake, and a loving father 
and grandfather to their three children and eight grandchildren. 
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