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Bishop Charles Harrison Mason

Bishop Charles Harrison Mason was the founder and first
senior bishop of the Church of God in Christ (COGIC),
presently the largest African-American Pentecostal church in
the United States.

Born to former slaves Jerry and Eliza Mason in Shelby County,
Tenn., on Sept. 8, 1864, Mason worked with his family as a
sharecropper and did not receive a formal education as a child.
Ats s " m d qkx ~fd+ gd v r h

Mason joined the African -American Missionary Baptist Church
when he was an adolescent and later received his license to
preach from the Mount Gale Missionary Baptist Church in
Preston, Ark. In November 1893, Mason enrolled at the
Arkansas Baptist College, but withdrew after three months to
transfer to the Minister's Institute at the College; he graduated
from the Institute in 1895.

In 1895, Mason met Charles Price Jones, a popular Baptist preacher from Mississippi. Mason and
Jones soon began preaching the doctrine of holiness and sanctification in the local Baptist churches,
which led to their expulsion from the Baptist Convention.

Mason and Jones decided to form a new fellowship of churches. Mason suggested the name Church
of God in Christ, after what he described as a vision in Little Rock, Ark., to distinguish the church
eqnl " mtladg ne ©Bgtgbg ne Fnc€ fqgntor engl hm

Due to disagreements in the new Pentecostal teachings, the two men split their group in 1907.
Mason won the legal rights to the Church of God in Christ name and charter, and established his
work in Memphis.

After moving the COGIC headquarters to Memphis, Mason established additional departments
and auxiliaries, created dioceses, and appointed overseers throughout the country.
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international headquarters of the Church of God in Christ.
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400,000 and more than 4,000 churches in the United States as well as congregations in Europe,
South America, Africa, and Asia.

Today, it has an estimated 6.5 million members. The church can be found in every state in the
United States and in more than 60 countries around the world.







Bishop Charles Edward Blake, Sr.

Charles E. Blake, Sr. was elected the seventh in succession Presiding Bishop by the] Ge
Assembly of the Church of God in Christ, Incorporated, on November 12, 2007. At the 1015 Hc
Convocation, during the quadrennial election in 2007 Bishop Blakeelgatedeas Presiding
Bishop, in 2012 and recently in 2016 for anotheyé&aurterm.

Bishop Blake is the pastor of West Angeles Church of God in Christ, one of the largest chufgche:
the Western United States, with a membership of over 25,000. He is recognized as one of fhe

people of various racial and ethnic backgrounds.

On April 6, 2009, in Washington, D.C., President Barack Obama sought Presiding Bishop CHarle
Blake to serve on his-@érson White House Advisory Council on FAgked and Neighborhood
Partnerships. This ogear appointment is a testament to his passion for the community anfl hi:

speak at the Democratic National Conventijor
status as prlife Democrat and challenged both Democrats and Republicans to protect the rights .
the unborn and born alike.

the HIV/AIDS crisis in Africa, Bishop Blake founded, and served as president of the Pan Africe
Chil drends Fund (PACF). Save Africabds Chji I
420 orphan care programs, 200,000 children and 24 nations througBabasa Africa.

In 2016 Bishop Blake was elected to serve as {GbhaBperson for the Executive Committee of

an Advisory Committee Member of the Pentecostal World Conference, and as the founder gnd
chair of the Los Angeles Ecumenical Congress (LAEC), an interdenominational coalition of rgligic
leaders and pastors. He was the founding Chair of the Board of Directors for the C.H. Mas
Theological Seminary, and has served as a member of the Executive Committee of the Hoar
Directors, and as a Board Member of the Board of Directors for the Interdenominagone
Theological Seminary. Bishop Blake has served as Chair of the Executive Committee, mgmb
the Board of Directors of Oral Roberts University, and as a member of the Board of Directprs
International Charismatic Bible Ministries.

Bi shop Bl akeds awards and accol ades are u
Award presented by the African Presidential Archives and Research Center at Boston Ugive
(2007) , the Trumpet Award (2006) , the Sall v
|l nstitutebds Big Heart Awar d, and was thel]d
Whitney M. Young Award (2000). In 2003, Bishop Blake was awarded the Harvard Fougfidat
Humani tarian Medal for his work with Save] A
throughout the continent of Africa. The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors designat
February 5, 2004 as Bishop Charles E. Blake Day. ‘

Second only to his call as a minister of the Gospel, Bishop Blake says his most tr pas!
accomplishments are those of a devoted husband to Lady Mae Lawrence Blake, and a lovifng f
and grandfather to their three children and eight grandchildren.
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“From The Desk Of”
Presiding Bishop Chatrles E. Blake, St.

&UI T UPOT UwOOw OOwlOi wOi T w+rOUEzUw/ 1T OxO01 o

(WP OUOEWOPO!l wUOOwWI RUT OEwWEOw] OUT UUPEUUPEwWP] OEOOT wUOWYEE
"TUPUUz UwhiuhOT w' 00aw" OOYOEEUPOOnwwhhvhiwal EUUwOT w&OHz U
U1l waoObPUl Ew2UEUT UWEOSEWOOT woOl wOT 1 wOOET UCw/ 1 601 EQUUE .
EIl UUEDPOOawUOO! U1 POT wUOWET wi REDUI EWEOEWXUOUEWEEOUYS
EOOYI OUPOOOwWPT wi EVUT T UwOOWEOGOUDPOUT wUIT T wl xPDEwWOI T EEaYOI
POUOES w

(wPOUOEWI UUUTT UwoOPOl wUOOwWI RUT OEWEwWUOUI O OEOUUwWOOUT w@i u
ETED@OwEOEinUwEiDOTwEwTUEEDOUUwEOEwEEEOOOOEEUDOT'TC

S 00aw" OOYOEEUDOOS

Uwl YWwOl EUUwWPUUWEOOUI Ow( wPOUOEwOP Ol wOOwWUI OPOE wE OF wl
OT T @GP &l l w"T UUET w2l EVCGERNQAWDIOHWE udBuwd BBl pwEdRUIT §
EOQUOUUAWEOOODTI wUTl OUOCEWOOUPYEUT wWOUOWEUWUEDPOUUWOT wOi 1 g, (
OUUwWODPT T U8 wuw UwUTinEOUwOinTiwiEUUTOwDinEYinwE!Ué
3T UOUTT wUUI EETl EUUwxUEal UOwUT | we OUEwWO! w&OEWEOQOEWUOUE @ uwl

N - % e S .45 ~ A ~ ,
EOEwl OEEOl wUUwUOwOI EEwUl | wUEDOUUWO! w& OEwPHBUIl wx OPI1 U@Puwl

( Ow' PUw21 UYPEIT O

' DUT Oxw" T EUOT Uw$dw! OEOT Ow2Ud

/ Ul UPEDOT w! DPUT Oxwdw" T PI i w xOUUOI
3T 1T w21 Y1 601 wbOW2UEEI UUDOO

"t 41" w. %w&. #w( - w" 1(230w(-"8



huy



